
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 

THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2023 

PAGE NO. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES ACTION 

Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) 

3-4 Ministry of Agriculture and Food Referral  Receive 

Comments ALR Application 1248 Non-Farm 

Use-Soil Removal  

Electoral Area A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

Board Agenda Pgs. 38-45 

5-6 Ministry of Agriculture and Food Referral  Receive 

Comments ALR Application 1250 Non-Farm 

Use-Soil Removal 

Electoral Area A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

Board Agenda Pgs. 46-52 

Addition to Park Referral 

7-8 Receive 

9-17

Written Comments  

BC Parks Mount Pope Park Additions  

Referral – Electoral Area C (Fort St. James Rural) 

Board Agenda Pgs. 71-76 

REPORT

John Illes, Chief Financial Officer – Growing Discussion/Receive 

Communities Fund 
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PAGE NO. ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE ACTION 

18 Ministry of Emergency Management and  Receive 

Climate Readiness – Response Letter  

RE:  Emergency Support Services (ESS)  

Program Guide released in December 2022 

19-20 Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Receive 

Future Skills – StrongerBC: Future Ready  

Action Plan 

NEW BUSINESS 

IN-CAMERA MOTION 

That this meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 90(1)(c), 

(1)(l) and (2)(b) of the Community Charter  for the Board to deal with 

matters relating to the following: 

• Labour relations

• Strategic Planning

• Tenas Coal Project

ADJOURNMENT 
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Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food  

 

 
Extension and Support Services 
Branch 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9120, Stn Prov Gov 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9B4 
 

 
 
 
Web Address:  http://www.al.gov.bc.ca 

 

April 26, 2023 
 
Local government file: ALR 1248 
ALC ID: 67515 
 
Deneve Vanderwolf 
Planning Technician 
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
VIA EMAIL: Deneve.Vanderwolf@rdbn.bc.ca  
 
Re: Agricultural Land Commission Non-Farm Use Referral at 23082 Highway 16 West 
(PID: 011-569-883) – The Subject Property  
 
Dear Deneve, 
 
Thank you for providing Ministry of Agriculture and Food (Ministry) staff with the 
opportunity to comment on the Agricultural Land Commission Non-Farm Use (NFU) 
application that proposes a gravel extraction operation over a 4.7 ha portion of the 
Subject Property. From an agricultural planning perspective, Ministry staff offer the 
following comments: 
 

• Approximately 30 ha of the 40.6 ha Subject Property is currently used for forage 
crop production with the remainder consisting of forest and brush land.  
 

• The purpose of the proposed extraction operation is to lower an elevated seam of 
gravel down to the same level as the adjacent forage fields that exist on both sides 
of the seam. Once completed, the extraction area will be reclaimed for agricultural 
production and will connect the existing forage fields. 
 

• Ministry staff note that the report completed by Jessy Chaplin, P.Ag., (the ‘Report’) 
that accompanied the NFU application adequately addresses many components of 
a gravel extraction site including, but not limited to: a description about topsoil 
salvaging, a detailed analysis of how the pit will be reclaimed to a suitable 
agricultural standard once extraction activity has ceased and how invasive species 
will be managed. 
 

• Ministry staff note however, that the Report does not propose any measures to 
help mitigate potential noise and dust arising from the operation, which may also 
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impact existing and future agricultural activities, both on and adjacent to the 
property.  
 

• Please note that the parcel immediately north of the Subject Property is part of the 
Skeena Region Conservation Lands File that is managed by the Ministry of Water, 
Lands and Resource Stewardship (WLRS). Special management considerations 
pertain to parcels within this conservation area and as such, it is expected that 
individuals undertaking significant land development on adjacent parcels contact 
WLRS staff to notify them of any proposed works. Ministry staff would appreciate it 
if RDBN staff could provide the applicant with WLRS staff contact information: 
 

o Jennifer Atkins (Jennifer.Atkins@gov.bc.ca) and Chris Schell 
(Chris.Schell@gov.bc.ca) or (250) 876-7075).   

 
• Ultimately, if the proponent carefully follows all aspects of the Report, the 

proposed project will likely provide a long-term benefit to agriculture in the 
Doughty area.  
 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me directly at the phone number or email 
address below. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Reed Bailey, Land Use Planner  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Phone: (778) 695-3455 
Email: Reed.Bailey@gov.bc.ca  

  

 
Email copy: Agricultural Land Commission – ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca 
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Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food  

 

 
Extension and Support Services 
Branch 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9120, Stn Prov Gov 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9B4 
 

 
 
 
Web Address:  http://www.al.gov.bc.ca 

 

May 2, 2023 
 
Local government file: ALR 1250 
ALC ID: 67668 
 
Deneve Vanderwolf 
Planning Technician 
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
VIA EMAIL: Deneve.Vanderwolf@rdbn.bc.ca  
 
Re: Agricultural Land Commission Non-Farm Use Referral on Four Properties near 
Telkwa (PIDs: 006-002-081; 005-373-760; 005-373-794; 005-373-841) – The Subject 
Properties 
 
Dear Deneve, 
 
Thank you for providing Ministry of Agriculture and Food (Ministry) staff with the 
opportunity to comment on the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) Non-Farm Use (NFU) 
application that proposes to continue operating a gravel extraction operation over a 33.8 
ha portion of the Subject Properties. From an agricultural planning perspective, Ministry 
staff offer the following comments: 
 

• Gravel extraction has occurred on the Subject Properties for over 40 years without 
authorization from the ALC. To date, a 1.8 ha area has been reclaimed.  
 

• Ministry staff note that the report completed by Daniel McAllister, P.Ag., dated 
January 22, 2023 (the ‘Report’) that accompanied the NFU application adequately 
addresses many components of a gravel extraction site including, but not limited 
to: a description about topsoil salvaging, a detailed analysis of how the pit will be 
reclaimed to a suitable agricultural standard once extraction activity has ceased 
and how invasive species will be managed. 
 

• Ministry staff note however, that the Report does not propose any measures to 
help mitigate potential noise and dust arising from the operation, which may also 
impact existing and future agricultural activities, both on and adjacent to the 
property. Specifically, Ministry staff note that a nursery operation is located directly 
north-northwest of the Subject Properties. 
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• Ultimately, if the proponent carefully follows all aspects of the Report, the 
proposed project has the potential to provide a long-term benefit to agriculture in 
the Telkwa area.  
 

 
If you have any questions, please contact me directly at the phone number or email 
address below. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Reed Bailey, Land Use Planner  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Phone: (778) 695-3455 
Email: Reed.Bailey@gov.bc.ca  

  

 
Email copy: Agricultural Land Commission – ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Board of Directors 

Supplementary 

 

To:   Chair and Board 

From:  John Illes, CFO 

Date:  May 4, 2023  

Subject:  Growing Communities Fund 

 

RECOMMENDATION:       (all/directors/majority) 

Receive and Discussion. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Additional information, including a list of answers to frequently asked questions has been 

provided by the province.   

The province has used population estimates from January 27, 2023 to calculate the grant.  

The grant amount is: 

Base:            500,000 

Total Population  676,838 

Rural Population      586,770  

Total (rounded up)  1,764,000   

Two items are of particular importance in the frequently asked questions: 

Can the GCF funding be allocated to electoral areas based on the Provincial formula used 

to determine the grant amounts for each Regional District? 

No. The grant calculation for each Regional District took into consideration a base amount 

and several other key variables. The GCF was intended to assist the board in addressing 

regional priorities for actual infrastructure and other eligible costs. It is not meant to be 

reallocated back to electoral areas based on the Ministry allocation formula. 

Can local governments provide contributions to third parties from GCF? 

No, with the exceptions of: 

• municipal contributions to housing projects and infrastructure owned by a regional 

district when the municipality is a participant in that service. 
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• First Nations infrastructure when it is a shared service or there is a service 

relationship. 

ATTACHMENTS  

Growing Communities Fund – Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

10



11



12



 
 

Growing Communities Fund Questions and Answers for Regional Districts April 5, 2023 
 
 

acquiring land (where it is wholly required for 
eligible infrastructure projects); constructing 
eligible infrastructure projects; and in limited 
situations, non-capital administrative costs where 
these are necessary, for example adding staff 
capacity related to development or to establish 
complementary financing for local government 
owned infrastructure or amenities 

Are expenditures on natural assets eligible? 
 

Yes, provided the natural asset is providing, or 
part of providing, one of the services described in 
the eligible categories above. 
 

Will receipt of the GCF affect our eligibility for 
other infrastructure grant programs? 

No. The GCF will not affect decisions on eligibility 
for infrastructure grant funding.  
For local governments with approved projects 
the GCF funding cannot be used as their match as 
an incremental spend is required. The GCF could 
be used to offset cost overruns that exceed the 
grant amount and the local share 

Can local governments provide contributions to 
third parties from GCF? 

No, with the exceptions of: 
• municipal contributions to housing 

projects and infrastructure owned by a 
regional district when the municipality is 
a participant in that service. 

• First Nations infrastructure when it is a 
shared service or there is a service 
relationship. 

Can we claim staff time on projects? Permitted in limited situations. Specifically for 
non-capital administrative costs where these are 
necessary, for example adding staff capacity 
related to development or to establish 
complementary financing for local government 
owned infrastructure or amenities 

Can a local government use GCF funding for 
multi-year project that has already started? 

Yes. The GCF can be used for any capital project 
that has not yet been completed. Projects 
completed prior to March 1st, 2023 are not 
eligible for GCF funding. GCF is designed to 
enable incremental additional expenditures for 
local governments and not to replace existing 
capital commitments. 

Can GCF be used for related planning projects? Yes. Feasibility studies (including infrastructure 
capacity assessment); other early-stage 
development work are eligible costs. This includes 
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Growing Communities Fund Questions and Answers for Regional Districts April 5, 2023 
 
 

Flat Funding 500,000 $500,000 

Total Population = 65,000 x 17 $1,105,000 

Rural Population = 30,000 x 30 $900,000 

Rural Population Growth = 2,000 x 1,000 $2,000,000 

Total Grant  $4,505,000 
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BRITISH  

COLUMBIA 

Ministry of Office of the Minister  Mailing Address: 
Emergency Management   Parliament Buildings 
and Climate Readiness     Victoria BC  V8V 1X4
  

  

 

 

May 3rd, 2023                   Reference: 638235 

 

Mark Parker 

Chair, Board of Directors 

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Email: mark.parker@rdbn.bc.ca 

 

Dear Chair Parker: 

 

Thank you for your correspondence dated January 18th, 2023, regarding the Emergency Support 

Services (ESS) Program Guide released in December 2022. I welcome your feedback and appreciate 

that you've taken the time to raise your concerns with me. 

 

The intent of the updated ESS Program Guide was not to place additional responsibility on local 

authorities or First Nation governments, but rather to better reflect current practice, thereby 

supporting ESS teams through access to accurate, current information. The Program Guide is 

considered a living document and will continue to be updated to reflect the evolution of ESS service 

delivery and wise practice. Feedback from partners like you is an important part of this continuous 

work. 

 

Ministry of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness (EMCR) staff are currently working 

through questions, concerns, and comments received since the December 2022 release and will 

consider the feedback provided by Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako (RDBN) as part of the 

current review. Additional updates are expected to be initiated in May and October of this year. 

 

Thank you for offering further engagement on this matter. I have asked ministry staff to reach out to 

the subject matter experts from the RDBN who provided the report to the Board. A meeting would 

provide an opportunity for dialogue on the issues identified and support continued collaboration 

moving forward.   

 

Thank you again for bringing your concerns to my attention and allowing us to connect on these 

important issues. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bowinn Ma 

Minister of Emergency Management 

and Climate Readiness 

 

CC: Curtis Helgesen, CAO, RDBN 

Jen Ford, President, Union of BC Municipalities 

Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Services, RDBN 
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