
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT REFERRAL REPORT 

FILE NO. RZ A-02-24 

 

APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Name of Agent/Owner: Paul Murphy 

Electoral Area:  Area A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

Subject property: 21641 Walcott Road, legally described as District Lot 1147, 
Coast District, except Plan 8572 (PID 006-491-251) 

Property size:  128.6 ha (318.0 ac) 

Application Area:  1.8 ha (4.45 ac) 

OCP Designation: Agriculture (AG) in “Smithers Telkwa Rural Official Community 
Plan Bylaw No. 1704, 2014 (the OCP) 

Zoning: Agricultural (Ag1) in “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” (the Zoning Bylaw) 

Building Inspection: Within the Building Inspection area 

Fire Protection: Not within a Fire Protection area 

Existing Land Use: Single Family Dwelling and Agriculture 

Location:  Walcott Road, off Highway 16, approximately 17 km south of 
the Village of Telkwa (see Location Map below). 

Location Map:  

PROPOSAL 

The applicant is proposing to amend 
the Zoning Bylaw to allow the use of a 
poultry abattoir on the subject 
property. The specific type of 
amendment has not yet been 
determined, but potential options 
include: 

(1) Rezoning 1.8 ha (4.45 ac) of the 
subject property from the Ag1 to 
the M3 Zone. The application area 
would align with the NFU area in 
the attached ALR  1271 report. 



(2) Amending the Ag1 Zone by adding an Abattoir as a permitted use on the subject 
property. 

(3) In addition to option one or two, the applicant may additionally offer to register a 
covenant on title limiting the type, location, and scale of uses on the property. 

The proposed abattoir would consist of two 40 ft shipping containers for processing, one 
20 ft shipping container for freezing processed poultry, one building containing staff 
washrooms and a lunchroom, and a composting area.  

A composting facility for feathers and eviscerated non-edible materials, utilizing aspen 
wood chips, is proposed to be located in an enclosed structure. Liquid waste from the 
processing facility is proposed to be treated in an on-site septic system. 

The facility is initially expected to operate under a provincial FarmGate Plus license which 
would allow the slaughtering of up to 25,000 lbs of live weight per year. However, the 
applicant has indicated they may pursue a provincial abattoir licence which would allow an 
unlimited amount of slaughtering (see Slaughter Licensing on page 4). 

The applicant also intends to locate a farm retail store on the property which they indicate 
would be a permitted farm use in the ALR. 

 

 

 



DISCUSSION 

Official Community Plan (OCP) and Zoning 

The subject property is designated Agriculture (AG) under the OCP. The intent of this 
designation is to protect and preserve farm land and soil having agricultural capacity, and 
facilitate the appropriate utilization of that land for agricultural purposes.  

The subject property is zoned Agricultural (Ag1) pursuant to the Zoning Bylaw. The Ag1 
Zone does not allow the slaughtering of more than 10,000 lbs of live weight per year. 
Therefore, a zoning bylaw amendment is required. 

It is noted that staff are, separate from this application, proposing to amend the Intensive 
Agriculture use definition in the Zoning Bylaw to permit parcels 2.0 ha (4.94 ac) or larger to 
slaughter up to 25,000 lbs of live animal weight per year. If this amendment is approved, 
the applicant could slaughter the maximum amount under a Farmgate Plus licence without 
rezoning. A rezoning would still be required to slaughter more than 25,000 lbs under an 
Abattoir License. 

ALR 

The subject property is in the ALR and the applicant wishes to operate beyond what is 
permitted under the ALR Use Regulation. Agricultural considerations were examined as 
part of the applicant’s Non-Farm Use application for the proposed abattoir use (see 
attached ALR 1271 report). 



Slaughter Licensing 

Slaughter establishments in B.C are either federally licensed by the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency under the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations or provincially licensed. 
Provincially licensed slaughter establishments are only permitted to sell their product 
within B.C.  

Provincial licensing for slaughter establishments is done under the Meat Inspection 
Regulation of the BC Food Safety Act and must comply with The Code of Practice for 
Licensed Abattoirs. Waste disposal for slaughter establishments is regulated under the 
Environmental Waste Discharge Regulation of the Environmental Health Act and must 
comply with the Code of Practice for the Slaughter and Poultry Processing Industries. 

B.C License 
Type 

Permitted Activities Annual Processing 
Amount 

RDBN Zoning Bylaw 

Farmgate 
License 

Slaughter (own animals 
only) 

1,000 – 5,000 lbs • Agriculture use (must be 
reared on same parcel); 

• Intensive Agriculture use 

Farmgate 
Plus 
License 

Slaughter (own animals 
and custom slaughter 
for other producers) 

1,000 – 25,000 lbs • Agriculture use (must be 
reared on same parcel, up to 
10,000 lbs) 

• Intensive Agriculture use (up 
to 10,00 lbs) 

Abattoir 
License 

Slaughter (own animals 
and custom slaughter 
for other producers) 

Unlimited • Abattoir use 

 
Staff Comments 

Staff’s primary concern is smell from onsite composting. The closest dwelling is across 
Walcott Road approximately 250 m from the proposed site; three other dwellings are 
within 500 m, and one other is within 1 km. 

Staff note there is a significant amount of equipment and materials storage on the subject 
property which the applicant indicates are farm related and there appears to be buildings 
under construction without building permits (see ALR 1271 report for photos). This issue 
will be reviewed further as part of the rezoning process. It is noted that all buildings used 
for the proposed abattoir will require building permits. 

Referrals 

This application is being referred to the Electoral Area A Advisory Planning Commission, the 
Village of Telkwa, the District of Houston, Northern Health Authority, the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure, the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 



Strategy, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, The Office of the Wet’suwet’en, Witset First 
Nation, and Wet’suwet’en First Nation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Application 

• ALR 1271 Board Report (Link) 

https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/8517/2072/5141/4_ALR_1271_Board_Report.pdf











